Kinston City Council

MINUTES

Monclay, October 5, 2020




Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall - 207 East King Street
Tuesday, October 5, 2020
Regular Meeting at 5:30 pm

This meeting was held electronically in Zoom format and viewed at
https://www.facebook.com/KinstonCityHall

Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.
Councilmember Kristal Suggs delivered the prayer.

Roll Call

Present: Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Antonio Hardy, Kristal Suggs, Robert Swinson, and
Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon.

Present Also: Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

There were no Citizen Comments.

Adoption of the Agenda

If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will be entertained
prior to Adoption of the Agenda.

1. Councilmember Suggs requested addition to addressing a city-wide holiday for the
general election in November as Action Item #5.

2. Mayor Pro Tem Solomon requested an update on the Cares Funds received to be
added to the Information & Updates section as Item #3.

3. Mayor Hardy added a proclamation for Breast Cancer Awareness Month to
Information & Updates section as Item #4.



Kinston City Council Minutes Tuesday, October 5, 2020

4. Mayor Hardy requested addition for an appointment to the Eastern Carolina Council
as Action Item #6.

5. Mayor Hardy requested the addition of a letter of support to the Kinston Housing
Authority for the demolition of specified buildings as Action Item #7.

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous roll call vote of (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Swinson, Suggs, and Mayor
Pro Tem Solomon — Yes) of [5-0], the agenda was adopted with the additions of Items 1-5
above.

| MINUTES |

Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on September 21 and
22,2020 Debra Thompson

Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon a
unanimous roll call vote of (Councilmembers Swinson, Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, and Mayor
Pro Tem Solomon — Yes) [5-0] the minutes for September 21 and 22,2020 were approved.

| INFORMATION AND UPDATES |

1. National Fire Prevention Week Mayor Don Hardy

Mayor Hardy asked Chief Damien Locklear if he would address National Fire Prevention
Week. Chief Locklear related that COVID-19 has changed the environment this year but
they are still trying to provide education to our school-aged kids. They will provide the
virtual information to the schools for their distribution based on different age groups and will
continue the Muppets and tours of the station and fire trucks. Also, the Remembering When
Program for older citizens is ready and they will be taking this virtual information to the
Assisted Living Homes. Chief Locklear stated there has been an uptick in the fire alarm
installations. He has spoken with Councilmember Suggs regarding Kinston Teens’
assistance with installations but will tentatively schedule that for the spring.

Mayor Hardy thanked Chief Locklear and the firefighters for their work and asked everyone
to be aware of National Fire Prevention Week.

2. Indigenous Peoples’ Day - Mayor Don Hardy

Mayor Hardy read the proclamation for Indigenous Peoples’ Day and proclaimed October
12, 2020, as Indigenous Peoples’ Day in the City of Kinston.

3. Breast Cancer Awareness Month Mayor Don Hardy
(THIS ITEM WAS PRESENTED OUT OF ORDER IN THE ACTION AGENDA)
| ACTION AGENDA |
1. Consider Resolution Authorizing Sale of Real Property James Cauley
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James Cauley, City Attorney explained that Lot #2 Honeysuckle Lane, behind Northeast
School, had been advertised with no upset bids received. The terms were set and there was a
$1,000 bid submitted. Mr. Cauley stated that the City has owned it since 1993. Mayor Pro
Tem Solomon asked the property value and Mr. Cauley stated according to the County the
tax value was $6,300.

Councilmember Aiken made a motion to accept the bid. Councilmember Hardy stated he felt
we should hold off for now. Councilmember Swinson discussed the pricing and tax value
and agreed we needed to hold off for now. Mr. Cauley stated that the City has sold
properties and they are typically at or below tax value. This property has been generating no
tax income since 1993 and would now be taxed. Mayor Pro Tem Solomon explained that we
would get taxes every year on the property. Mr. Hardy stated he would like to do more
research. Mr. Cauley shared that if they were not ready to act, this item could be continued
until the next meeting and would not have to be advertised.

Councilmember Swinson continued the discussion and expressed that moving forward he
suggested creating a scale for the sale of a property.

Councilmember Aiken withdrew his motion to accept the bid.

Councilmember Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon
a unanimous roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson, and Mayor
Pro Tem Solomon — Yes) of [5-0], to table consideration of the resolution authorizing the

sale of Lot 2 Honeysuckle Lane until the next meeting was approved.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month Mayor Hardy

Mayor Hardy noted that this item was being presented out of order and read the
proclamation. October 2020 was proclaimed as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

2. Consider Adopting Resolution for Lawrence Heights Sewer Replacement Project for
$3,299,600 Rhonda Barwick

Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director has received an offer and acceptance letter from
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan for $3,299,600 with zero percent interest, and a
$500,000 principle forgiveness feature. Ms. Barwick stated that after two attempts the City
was approved for a $2 million grant from the CDBG for this work. We plan to use the grant
first and to the fullest, we need to accept the SRF loan with the understanding that we will
adjust the loan amount according to the funds needed after we get the construction bids and
know the cost. This project is expected to be bid in December. She asked the Council to
accept the loan and authorize the Manager to sign the needed documents.

Mayor Hardy asked for a summary of the project and Ms. Barwick shared that the project

was to replace water and sewer lines in the Lawrence Heights Subdivision (Charlotte Avenue
area).
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Councilmember Aiken noted that as stated, after two attempts with the help of the Star of
Bethlehem Church, Kinston Teens, and members of the NAACP the petition was signed by
the requested 75-90 percent of the residents. He also stated that as part of the grant, there
was a statement regarding providing jobs to people in the community. Ms. Barwick stated
that was for the contractors, we would not be doing the work. Mr. Sears stated there were
plans to recognize those individuals at a Council Meeting, but unfortunately, since March we
are unable to. Hopefully, in the future, when we are back to meeting in person, we will have
them here and thank them in person for the hard work they did. There had been multiple
attempts at this and until others helped us with the application process, it was a real challenge
for the City.

Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson, and Mayor Pro
Tem Solomon — Yes) of [5-0], the resolution for the Lawrence Heights Sewer Replacement
Project was adopted.

3. Consider Bid Award to Triple T Freightliner for $385,218.72--------------Rhonda Barwick

Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director stated this year’s Environmental Services Budget
include $375,056 for the replacement purchase of vehicles #410 (Year 2000-Rear Loader)
with over 125,000 miles and vehicle #411 (Year 2000-Rear Loader) with over 135,000 miles.
Due to continued mechanical problems, we proposed during the budget for replacing these
vehicles with one Rear Loader and one Cherry Picker. In working with the Finance
Department’s Purchasing Manager we have identified the equipment we need and found it on
the National Joint Purchasing Alliance (equivalent to State Contract) and asked the Council
to award the bid to Triple T Freightliner for $385,218.72. We realize that this is more than
the budget amount but going through the Environmental Services Budget we found the
additional funds to cover the tax, tags, and license.

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon asked if there were at least two other companies looked at. Ms.
Barwick said that the National Joint Alliance worked the same as State Contract. They go
out and find the lowest bid (using their specs) and if the specs agree with what is needed for
your community, and it did, then it is accepted. If not, then we would do our bids.

Councilmember Aiken asked how it was determined if the debris on the side of the street was
from a customer or a business. Ms. Barwick explained the differences in landfill costs. She
asked everyone to make sure when hiring a contractor for a big job, the landfill costs are
covered in the contractor’s fee and the contractor takes it off. She also explained that the
Cherry Picker runs their route to pick up C and D and pickup is dependent on how the
landfill accepts the garbage, C and D (home furniture, appliances, etc.), and yard debris
which is separated according to the rate of decomposition.

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon asked what happens to the vehicles we are replacing. Ms. Barwick
said they will be sold. Ms. Sears stated we will place them on Gov Deals and anyone with
access to Gov Deals can bid on it. Ms. Solomon asked what funding source would be used to
cover the additional costs. Mr. Sears stated it comes internally from within the
Environmental Services Fund. Ms. Solomon asked when we knew we would need new
Cherry Pickers. Ms. Barwick replied that each budget year a maintenance or replacement
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